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BONY FISHES

. R BALISTIDAE
Abalistes stellatus (Lacepéde, 1798) PLATE XXIII, 136
Synonyms Abalistes stellaris (Bloch & Schneider, 1801)
. caudal
Loc. names : Sukura (Sin); peduncle
Toora, Tooro (Bal) depressed

deep groove

FAO names : En - Starry triggerfish
Fr - Baliste étoilé
Sp - Pejepuerco estrellado

Size : Max.: 60 cm; common to 40 cm
Fishing gear : Caught in bottom trawls
Habitat and biology : Over sandy, weedy bot-

toms, to 100 m depth. Feeds on benthic pelvic fin rudimentary
animals or absent

Interest to fisheries : Only accidentally caught as bycatch in commercial bottom trawls

MONACANTHIDAE
Alutera monoceros (Linnaeus, 1758)

Synonyms None [ 1 spine long and feeble |

Loc. names : Kakoo (Sin); Pooki (Bal)
Yellow-lined leather jacket ,
Unicorn filefish (En)

FAO names : En - Unicorn leatherjacket
Fr - Bourse loulou
Sp - Lija barbuda

Size : Max.: 55 cm; common to 40 cm

Fishing gear : Caught mainly in bottom trawls
Habitat and biology : On the continental shelf, down to 50 m depth

Interest to fisheries : Caught as bycatch

TETRAODONTIDAE

Loc. names : Toroo (Sin); Toroo (Bal)

FAO names : En - Pufferfishes
Fr - Comperes

Sp - Tamboriles
Size : Max.: up to 75 cm

Fishing gear : Accidentally caught in bottom trawls
and in traps

Habitat and biology : Inhabits shallow inshore
waters, sometimes entering brackish and fresh
waters. They have the ability to inflate them-
selves with air or water as a deterrent to preda-
tors. In addition, the skin and viscera of several
species are poisonous

deflated

Interest to fisheries : These fishes are mostly poisonous and are usually avoided
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TRIACANTHIDAE

5 visible
spines

[20 to 26 fin rays |

Loc. names : Khokh (Sin); Pooki (Bal)

FAO names : En - Tripodfishes
Fr - Tripodins
Sp - Tripodinos

‘“l Eelvic séine J

Size : Max.: 30 cm; usually smaller than 25 cm

Fishing gear : Caught as bycatch in bottom
trawls and gillnets

Habitat and biology : Benthic, occurring on sandy and weed-covered bottoms. Feed on bottom-living inverte-
brates

Interest to fisheries : These fishes are not used as food and considered as trash fish. They are used for fishmeal

Species of Triacanthidae

second spine shorter
than half of first

second spine longer
than half of first

Triacanthus biaculeatus (Bloch, 1786)
Short-nosed tripodfish
size: to 30 cm

PLATE XXIII, 138

{_pelvic spine very long i—ﬁ-

Pseudotriacanthus strigilifer (Cantor, 1849)
Long-spined tripodfish
size: to 25 cm

PLATE XXIII, 137
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